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JFK Aide 


Riot Trial 

By Ajrt Petacque 

Chicago Sun-Tinies 

CHICAGO, Dec. 14— 'Duning 
tile Week That Won’t Go 
Away — the days of the Demo- 
cratic National Convention — 
Chicago police arrested 685 
persons. 

The courts have disposed of 
311 of those cases. In, them, 
212 persons have be«en found 
guilty or have pleaded guilty 


planation of his Chicago 
troubles — ^he called it a “state- 
ment of facts”— to the council 
of his college. The dollege of- 
ficials, in turn, gave him a un- 
animous vote of confidence. 

His statement explained that 
he was in Chicago because 
Shriver was being considered 
for the vice-presidential nom- 
ination. He and other friends 
were keeping Shriver “posted 
on developments at the con- 
vention.” Shriver, U;S. Ambas- 



and have paid $12,830 in fines, 
42 persons have been found 
not guilty and the state has 
dropped 57 cases. 

In none of the cases has the 
defendant demanded a jury 
trial. 

Next Wednesday, the first 
jury-trial case will pome up 
for a preliminary hearing arid 
the defendant, a university 
president, has pledged that he 
is ready not only to defend 
himself vigorously, but also 
to appeal the case to the Su- 
preme Court. 

The defendant is Harris L. 
Wofford Jr., president of State 
University College . : at Old 
Westbury, N.Y. 

Assistant to JFK 

Wofford, 42, is a graduate 
of the University of Chicago, 
has law degrees from Yale and 
Howard Universities, served 
under Sargent Shriver as asso- 
ciate director of the Peace 
Corps, and was a special assist- 
ant to President Kennedy. 

Wofford was one of 79 per- 
sons arrested the night of Aug. 
29 when policemen and Na- 
tional Guardsmen halted a 
march led by Dick Gregory. : 

Wofford, a former associate 
professor of law at Notre 
Dame University, charges po- 
lice held him for 5% hours 
without allowiing him to make 
a telephone call or consult a 
lawyer. 

After he returned ■ to Old 
Westbury, Wofford gave an ex-j 


sador to France, was in Paris 
during convention week. 

Wofford said, “I had no in- 
tention of becoming involved 
in the public protests . . .” 
Why, then, was he in Gre- 
gory’s march? 

His Explanation 
He explains: “Force used to 
restrain a crowd or stop a riot 
is justified only to the degree 
necessary. In Chicago, I saw 
policemen act as judge and 
jury, inflicting brutal corporal 
punishment on unarmed and 
resisting citizens . . .” 

Wofford, was charged with 
violating a city ordinance that 
says, “a person commits dis- 
orderly conduct when he 
knowingly fails to obey a law- 
ful order of dispersal by a per- 
son known by him to be a peace 
officer under circumstances 
where three or more persons 
are committing acts of disor- 
derly conduct in the immedi- 
ate vicinity, which acts are 
likely to cause substantial 
harm or serious inconvenience, 
annoyance or alarm.” 

^ A fine of $5 to $500 is pos 
sible on conviction. 

Wofford denies specifically 
violating the ordinance. 

Broader legal points, such 
as the right to assemble and 
the right to use a public side- 
walk, also are likely to be in- 
volved by Wofford’s lawyer, 
George Cotsirilos of Chicago. 

Wofford,, in an interview, 
hinted at other points of his 
defense when he said, “who 
was disorderly and who rioted 
is a key issue.” 

In r a i s i n g that question, 
Wofford apparently was lean- 
ing on the Walker report, 
which found that at times po- 
licemen were the rioters dur- ' 
ing convention week. 

When Wofford’s case comes 
up before Magistrate Maurice 
Lee, Cotsirilos will argue for 
its dismissal. But Richard J. 
Elrod, the assistant corpora- 
tion counsel who has led the 
prosecution of those arrested 
during the convention, says 
the city will oppose any move 
to drop charges against Wof- 
ford or any of the others ar- 
rested in the march.' 

More , than a dozen other 
such eases also come up for 
hearings this week. ' 



